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       April 10, 2012 
       Myerstown, PA  17067 
 
 
 President Bryan Rittle called the regular monthly Myerstown Borough Council meeting 
to order at 7:30 p.m., prevailing time on Tuesday, April 10, 2012.  The meeting was held in 
Council Chambers in the Myerstown Municipal Center, 101 E. Washington Ave., Myerstown, PA, 
17067. 
 
 The Council members and guests paid their respects to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
 Present were:  President Bryan Rittle; Vice President Gloria R. Ebling; (Teresa Allwein – 
absent), Michael Behm, Keith Fox, Barry Lutz, John Reynolds; Mayor Thomas Lush; Treasurer Lee 
C. Smith; Solicitor Fred Wolf; Public Works Supervisor Dave Fake, Asst. Wastewater Supervisor 
Eric Stokes; Patrolman Ed Kozicki; Water Authority Member Larry Kramer; Planning Commission 
Chairman James H. Yiengst, Borough Manager Eric L. Powell and Asst. Secretary Dianna M. 
Dohner. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
 Motion by Mrs. Ebling:  Second by Mr. Fox:  To approve the minutes of the March 13, 
2012 meeting as distributed.  Motion passed. 
 
CITIZENS’ AND VISITORS’ COMMENTS: 
 
 Mr. Tom Houtz, representing the Myerstown Activity Network, talked about taking over 
the Parade and National Nite Out accounts and expressed that the MAN organization would like 
to keep it at the Borough because MAN is not incorporated nor do they have By-Laws.  President 
Rittle explained that this is something the Borough has to finish investigating because it had 
been suggested by the Borough’s auditor the Borough should not be performing these services. 
 
 Mr. Mark Kirsch was present to discuss the flooding on S. Railroad Street and that S. 
Railroad Street residents believe that Kohl Bros. fence and concrete wall are in the flood zone 
and these structures have increased the recent flooding area.  Mr. Kirsch explained that even 
during the hurricane, Agnes, their properties did not have as much damage as when T. S. Lee 
came through the area.  Mr. Kirsch also asked about the Railroad Street bridge.  He explained he 
thought the structure of the bridge as it is now helps to hold debris and keep the water from 
passing during the storms.  Council President Rittle explained that the Kohl Bros. issue is with 
County Planning and County Planning will respond to the Council. 
 
 Mr. Joe Kirsch also expressed his concern about the cement wall on the Kohl Bros. 
property.  He also questioned the drainpipe that is coming from Ironwood and questioned if 
they would be pumping water into the Tulpehocken Creek and expressed concerns about the 
excess water especially during storms.  He also expressed concerns about the S. Railroad Street 
bridge and felt that the creek should be dredged to get debris out remaining from the storm.  It 
was also brought to Council’s attention that maybe the creek should be rerouted.  President 
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Rittle said that rerouting would place it at the Wastewater Treatment Facility which is in Jackson 
Township and he also felt that the Department of Environmental Protection would have issues.  
He also expressed that permissions from various State Departments would have to be obtained. 
 
 Mrs. Nancy Kirsch expressed her concerns over the concrete wall built by Kohl Bros.   
 
 The residents all feel the Lebanon County Planning Department made an error by issuing 
Kohl Bros. a permit without inspecting the facilities first. 
 
 Mr. William Fulk suggested that maybe the Army Corp of Engineers could help with the 
creek dredging. 
 
 Mr. Brian Ebling was present to address the Council concerning various ideas he had 
that might help the Borough. 
 
 Mr. Steve Hammer of W. Richland Avenue was present to discuss the Peach Alley 
Parking Lot (old tennis courts).  He asked if the Borough Council would reconsider the proposed 
Ordinance.  Council explained to Mr. Hammer that the other Borough parking lots have time 
restrictions on them and the Borough would like to keep their lots the same. 
 
 Mr. Hammer also thanked the Mayor and Patrolman Hemperly for coming and listening 
to the residents of W. Richland Avenue concerning the complaints about various neighborhood 
issues. 
 
 Mr. Dennis Houtz of 332 W. Main Avenue was present concerning switching his furnace 
from oil to gas.  He explained that he needed to replace his furnace and with the price of oil he 
has decided to switch to natural gas.  UGI informed him the Borough has a five-year moratorium 
on street openings and they would not be allowed to dig the street to install the gas line.  He 
would like the Council to allow UGI to install a gas service into his home.  Council explained to 
him they have to have the moratorium in place as they cannot pay the exorbitant prices to have 
the street paved and then have the street dug up for things that are not emergencies.  If we 
allow one person to do this, then we have to allow all the other requests and the 
repaving/upgrading of streets would become moot. 
 
BID OPENING: 
 
 The Borough Council opened bids for No. 2 Fuel Oil, Concrete, Stone, Cold Patch and 
Asphalt Materials.  (Bid Tabulation attached.) 
 
REPORTS TO COUNCIL: 
 
 Mayor Lush presented the monthly Mayor’s Report to Council.    The Mayor also 
reported on his progress with the lap top.  He said that Congressman Holden hasn’t got back to 
him and that his voice mail is full.  He also talked to the Chief County Detective concerning the 
shooting on April 1st.  It has been determined that Officer Hemperly was justified in firing his 
weapon.  The Mayor commended Patrol Hemperly for using restraint and good judgment.  He 
thinks Mel did a great job. 
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 Officer Kozicki presented the monthly Police Report.  He also said that the Department 
received John Reynolds’ letter and he believes the ATV problem has been taken care of, and also 
stated the Department is aware of the drug problem.  He asked the neighbors to call the Police 
Department when this is happening.  A description of the vehicle and the tag numbers would be 
a huge help to the Department. 
 
 Councilman Reynolds reported for the Recreation Commission.  He said they are having 
trouble finding people to fill the empty spots.  He said the Commission held a successful egg 
hunt.  The Myerstown Jaycees approached the Rec Commission about joining forces for 
Community events.   It was reported that Chelsea Saylor and Ashley Walker and Chad Hackman 
were hired to work at the pool.  Ms. Saylor will be the Manager with Ms. Walker as the 
Assistant.  Mr. Hackman will also take the required licensing classes and will be their backup.  
Mrs. Susan Hain and Hannah Hentz were hired for the playground’s summer program.  It was 
also announced that the Monster Truck was built and the Commission will give Dave a 
recommendation for the placement. 
 
 Mr. Dennis Mann presented Council with the monthly Wastewater Report.  Mr. Rittle 
questioned about the top soil invoice.  This was the soil that had to be dug up and replaced   due 
to the chemicals spilled during the flood.  Mr. Mann was also questioned about the WEF 
membership that is being paid and if they get training from the organization.  Mr. Mann replied 
that some of the training available does come from the WEF. 
 
 Mr. Dave Fake presented the monthly Public Works Report to Council.  Mr. Fake 
explained that the chipped work goes into the Recreation Park.  If you want to make the stuff 
finer for mulch, you would need a grinder.  He announced spring cleanup begins Monday.  The 
staff will pick up limbs and use them in the chipper.  Mr. Reynolds asked the size and he was 
informed about a 10” log.  The residents are to call the office and leave their address and their 
material will be picked up for chipping.  Mr. Fake reported on the doors at the pool.  He stated 
they cannot be repaired and the signs should be taken away.  The Mayor suggested that the 
chain at the Fish Dam be adjusted so they can get the police car through. 
 
 Mr. Fake suggested that we should eliminate a shower stall and add a handicapped 
bathroom. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
 The Manager reported that the ADA curb subgrantee agreement arrived from the 
Redevelopment Authority for $50,000.00 and must be completed and returned for the second 
phase.  The Manager hasn’t signed because he was concerned about the Council’s displeasure 
with the past project and the monolithic pour.  He would like to meet with and talk with the 
Redevelopment Authority concerning Council’s concerns before the agreement is signed.   
 
 He discussed the new home being constructed on South Broad Street and the complaint 
we had received concerning the dirty water in the Creek when their contractor was trying to dig 
wells for the geothermal heating system.  (See attached report.) 
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SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
 
 The Solicitor and Manager Powell met so Solicitor Wolf could update Manager Powell 
on things he has been working on.  Solicitor Wolf also reported to Council as per the attached 
report. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
 The following communications were received:  Public Notice of Jackson Township 
Ordinance No. 2-2012; Comcast notice of XFINITY Signature Support; Email from Manager 
concerning property maintenance; Isaac Meier Homestead, Inc. Treasurer’s Report; Stoneridge 
request for sewer credit for water leak that didn’t go into sewer (credit has been issued); letter 
from Fulton Bank concerning water/sewer invoice collection; PSAB transmitting April update; 
Attorney Bametzreider concerning reserved capacity at WWTF; Lebanon County EMA 
concerning “Special Needs”; Copy of Municipal Coordinator Duties for EMA; Local Organizations 
and Services Chapter 75-EMA; Letter from PLGIT (informational); Letter from Deanette Yoder 
expressing interest to serve on Recreation Commission; Ehrlich transmitting notice of $1.00 
service increase effective April 2012; Two draft complaints for the Property Maintenance Code; 
Copy of Manager’s letter to Fireplace Christian Fellowship in reference to the assessment for 
sewer debt service – Bahney House Project; Lebanon County Conservation District 2011 Annual 
Report; Comcast concerning rate increase. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
 Motion by Mrs. Ebling:  Second by Mr. Behm:  To approve the Treasurer’s Report subject 
to audit.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
INVOICES: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Behm:  Second by Mr. Lutz:  To approve payment of the invoices as listed 
and attached for payment.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
 Manager Powell discussed the bridge repair work and stated some minor changes to the 
Scope of Work are needed.   The initial reports recommended the overlay of the deck and the 
overlay is not needed at this time.  Several inlets need repair and additional steel beams will be 
protected. 
 
 Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mr. Fox:  To approve the advertising of bid letting for 
the needed bridge work at the S. Railroad Street and the S. Broad Street bridges.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 The ECC Stoneridge request for water only at their Maintenance Garage was discussed.  
Motion by Mr. Fox:  Second by Mr. Behm:  To approve the request of Stoneridge to have a water 
only service at their Maintenance Garage with the following stipulations: 
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1. Sewer service along with the appropriate debt service assessment will be required if 
bathrooms or sinks are ever installed at the new facility at any point in the future; 

2. If sewer service is ever restored to the facility in the future, no connection fees will be 
required or assessed since sewer previously served the house that was demolished; and 

3. Myerstown Borough reserves the right to inspect the facility at the completion of 
construction and periodically thereafter to verify the conditions.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
Council discussed the water and sewer billing changes and agreed it would be best to  

hold a joint meeting with the Myerstown Water Authority and discuss the proposals the banks 
submitted.  The meeting will be held on April 26, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at the Water Treatment 
Facility. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 The Manager discussed with Council the need to purchase a new server computer 
because when Lylab came to hook up the new computers and place the new Windows server 
software on the server, there were problems.  For some reason unknown the server will not 
accept the new software as thought by Dell Tech’s when it was discussed with them.  The office 
staff has been in contact with Dell and Lylab to get costs for a new server. 
 
 Motion by Mr. Behm:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To purchase a new server not to exceed 
$4,500.00. 
 
 Manager Powell discussed the meeting with Lebanon EMA and it was stressed that 
Myerstown Borough have an active EMA Coordinator.  The Manager is to contact Mr. Tom 
Brough to see if he can perform this service to the Borough of if he wishes to resign.  If Mr. 
Brough chooses to resign, then Mr. Don Kilheffer would be contacted to see if he will move up 
from Deputy Coordinator. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
 The Personnel Committee met to discuss the adjustments to the Personnel Handbook.  
The adjustments are attached.  The approval of these adjustments was tabled until the next 
Council meeting. 
 
 Ordinance No. 812 – An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 808 An Ordinance 
Regulating Traffic and Parking in the Borough of Myerstown.  Motion by Mrs. Ebling:  Second by 
Mr. Behm:  To adopt this ordinance.  Roll Call Vote:  Behm-yes, Reynolds-no, Fox-no, Lutz-yes, 
Ebling-yes and Rittle-yes.  Four yes and two no votes, the motion passed.  The Mayor signed the 
Ordinance at the meeting. 
 
 Resolution 2012-12 – A Resolution appointing Mr. Eric L. Powell as Borough Secretary.  
Motion by Mr. Fox:  Second by Mr. Lutz:  To pass Resolution 2012-12.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  (Copy Attached) 
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 Resolution 2012-13 – A Resolution appointing officers and appointed officials to execute 
documents on behalf of the Borough of Myerstown.  Motion passed unanimously.  (Copy 
Attached) 
 
 Resolution 2012-14 – A Resolution appointing Deanette Yoder to the Recreation 
Commission.  Motion by Mr. Fox:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To pass Resolution 2012-14.  Motion 
passed unanimously.  (Copy Attached) 
 
 Resolution 2012-15 – A Resolution of the Myerstown Borough, County of Lebanon, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Urging the Pennsylvania General Assembly to Eliminate or 
Amend the State Prevailing Wage Act (Act 442 of 1961).  Motion by Mr. Fox:  Second by Mrs. 
Ebling:  To pass Resolution 2012-15.  Motion passed unanimously.  (Copy attached) 
 
 Resolution 2012-16 – A Resolution of the Myerstown Borough to adopt specifications 
relating to the street system and street improvements in the Borough of Myerstown.  This was 
tabled and will be placed on the May Agenda for passage. 
 
 Council discussed the request of the ELCO Youth Baseball to place an 8’ x 10’ shed at the 
North Legion Field.  There were several questions posed by the Council and it was decided to 
table this item until someone from the team could be present to answer questions. 
 
 The Dauphin-Lebanon County Boroughs Association Dinner Meeting is being held on 
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. and will be held at the Hometown Family Restaurant in 
Palmyra.  Council members who wish to attend should notify Mrs. Dohner so the RSVP can be 
called in to the appropriate people. 
 
 Bid Award:  Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To award the No. 2 Fuel Oil bid 
to Countryside Fuel and the concrete, stone and asphalt products to Pennsy Supply.  (Bid 
Tabulation is attached.) 
 
 Motion by Mr. Lutz:  Second by Mrs. Ebling:  To approve the Madison Alley closure from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for a Myerstown United Church of Christ picnic on May 20, 2012. 
 
 Council discussed Mr. Houtz’s request to be allowed to dig up the street at his residence 
to install natural gas to his home.  Council took a roll call vote for all those in favor of keeping 
the moratorium.  Behm-yes, Ebling-yes, Fox-yes, Lutz-yes, Reynolds-yes and Rittle-yes.  Motion 
passed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 President Rittle adjourned the meeting at 9:23 p.m., prevailing time. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Dianna M. Dohner, Asst. Secretary 
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